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or indirectly by bankruptcies, divorces, betrayed daughters, murders, burglaries, or poisonings; and how often I, young as I was, had in such cases extended a hand to help or to rescue, ... in doing which I could not well avoid the annoying and humiliating experiences which came to me directly, and indirectly through others. In order to give vent to my feelings I devised several plays and wrote out the expositions of most of them. But as the plots were always of necessity terrifying and almost all threatened a tragic end, I let them drop one after another." He kept at Die Mitschuldigen until he finished it, because he thought he might bring this problem to a happy solution; whether rightly or no may be seriously questioned, considering the plot. To his daughter Sophie, twenty-four years of age and still unmarried, the keeper of the Black Bear has at last given for a husband the dissipated wretch, Soller, who is deeply involved in debt. The innkeeper's hopes that his son-in-law will reform after marriage are bitterly disappointed. From morning till night he sits like an idiot in the taproom and drinks his fill of his father-in-law's wine, or gambles in other inns till late at night and in the morning listens stupidly to the reproaches of the family. At the beginning of the action, one of his companions, Herr von Tirinette, sends him a reminder of his gambling debts. Soller, who, after Sophie's sermon on his evil business habits, has no hope of receiving anything from his father-in-law, does not hesitate long. A distinguished guest, Alcest, formerly an admirer of Sophie, has arrived. In the night, while Alcest is supposed to be at a carnival banquet and everybody thinks Soller at the masquerade, he intends to get the money from the rich guest's purse. On the other hand, Alcest, who has sought in vain to catch an hour when he could be alone with Sophie, arranges a rendezvous with her that evening in his room. Finally, the landlord is painfully curious about a letter which Alcest has received. To satisfy his curiosity he is going to look into the letter in Alcest's absence in the evening. Soller is the first to appear in the room, but hardly has he stolen the money from the